
 

1 

MINUTES OF 

CHESTERFIELD MEWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION  

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 

October 27, 2015 

 
 

 

Call to Order: The monthly meeting of the Chesterfield Mews Community Association board of directors 

was held at the home of Kevin Noca located at 3159 Readsborough Court, Fairfax, Virginia. The meeting 

convened at 7:36 p.m.  Gordon Silcox presided. In the absence of Bill Saint, Sindhu Thomas took minutes 

as acting secretary. 
 

Board Members in Attendance:    

Kevin Noca Sindhu Thomas 

Brian Saal John Whitlock  

Rosina 

Schacknies 

Jimmy Xu 

Gordon Silcox      Absent:  Bill Saint, Syed Ali 

 

Community Members in Attendance:  Helen Fortner and Ginny Howden of Eakin Park Court; Margaret 

Kerr-McKown of Guysborough Drive; Emilie Brundage from Readsborough Drive. 

 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the September 27, 2015 board meeting were reviewed. It was 

agreed that the president would incorporate minor corrections, as discussed. A motion to approve the 

minutes as corrected was made, seconded and carried. 

 

Open Forum:  A board member reported that markings on Upper Eakin parking lots were not clear, some 

visitors were mistaking them for visitor parking.  Discussion: Owner-provided orange cones can be used as 

a temporary arrangement  to mark their spaces.  
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jimmy Xu reported that income and expenses continue to be on track with minimal 

variance.   Total arrears in resident assessments is $7,000. There are ongoing discussions with GHA on 

reclassifying some of the expenses (Reserve Account vs Operating Account). It was decided that the 

president will communicate the recommended expense re-classifications to GHA. . 

 

Grounds and Landscaping 

Snow Removal Contract:  Helen Fortner and Rosina Schacknies presented a detailed comparison of 

ProGrounds’ and three other snow removal contractors’ proposals. A motion was made to select Visual 

Edge (with the Snow Broom Option) as the contractor for the 2015 – 2016 season. The motion was 

seconded and carried unanimously. John Whitlock, Helen Fortner and Rosina Schacknies will finalize the 

contract prior to October 30. 

 

Grounds Working Group Brief:   

1. Downspout extensions: John  presented GWG’s recommendation to add $300 to the $4,500 

September 22, 2015 approval, for additional underground piping (at $8 per foot) to reduce 

significant common area downspout erosion from resident property lines to the community 

boundary area behind homes on the east side of Readsborough and Eakin Park. A motion to add 

$300 (not to exceed a total of $4,800) was approved unanimously. 
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2. Sod Contract: A recommendation was made for improvements to two mailbox areas (#2 on 

Colchester and #5 on Guysborough).  The motion to approve $1,800 for Simpson and Co. to sod 

and add flagstones to the two mailbox areas was approved unanimously. 

 

3. Bloom Day: Volunteers at the Saturday October 24 Bloom Day successfully completed the River 

Birches “Bayscaping” erosion project behind the homes on lower Eakin Park and Readsborough. 

103 pots of twelve native species were planted which may take three years to fully mature. Nearly 

half of this particular erosion project was funded by a $4,000 NVSWCD grant and accomplished 

both an engineered solution below ground and a restorative solution above ground. Turf area 

disturbed over years of surface run-off, project excavation, and cable installations was seeded with 

pelleted seed-mulch.  Helen Fortner volunteered to water this area over the next couple of weeks.  

A Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District (NVSWCD) representative assisted, 

expressed the program's satisfaction with our project, and suggested additional soil-water grants.   

Two smaller trial sites were created earlier in the week and volunteers agreed to water them:  (a) 

curb to west side of 3145 upper Readsborough - 720 square feet; and (b) hillside above sidewalk 

next to 3162 lower Eakin Park - 730 square feet. 

 

4. The GWG will be applying for a site visit from the same NVSWCD program office to advise on 

technical solutions and funding eligibility for the hazardous path and eroded hillside above the 

River Birches site near lower Eakin Park Court. 

 

Report on Meeting with Cravens Developer: The Grounds Working Group and Gordon Silcox met with 

Cravens developer Mike Hummel to discuss planning for the boundary area between our two properties. 

The Cravens property sale is expected to close on October 30. The boundary fence will be erected during 

March - September 2016 as determined by the community opinion survey in late 2014 and agreed to by the 

developer consisting of a new continuous six-foot high, synthetic dark brown colored board fence with no 

gates or openings. The first model home is expected to be completed by November 2016. 

 

Ground Liaison Report.  On behalf of Bill Saint, the Board Liaison to the GWG, Gordon reported common 

area turf fertilization, aerating, over-seeding and mulch-seeding, treating a diseased pachysandra, removal 

of two threatening hanging tree limbs, and investigation of flooding in a Guysborough backyard. 

 

Curb Replacement.  A proposal to repair a deteriorating curb on Readsborough was presented, costing 

$1,200 without a cement truck and $1,600 with a cement truck. After discussion, the decision was made 

that since there was no evidence of a safety hazard, the board will revisit this request next spring and a 

motion to approve funds for up to $1,800 for curb repair was defeated unanimously. 

 

Architectural Control Committee Report 

Ginny Howden reported on several homeowners’ exterior change requests and actions to be taken 

regarding sagging retaining walls on upper Colchester Brook Lane.  

 

Old Business:   

Parking Additions. Brian Saal presented an update on the Option 4 parking initiative. The proposal of 

consulting engineer Bob Brown of J2 Engineers, Inc. to provide engineering/surveying services had earlier 

been distributed to board members. Brian agreed to distribute for further review the details of last year’s 

study and survey and information on “No Parking” sign placement. 
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Management services contract.   Gordon sent seven  RFPs on October 23 with the assistance of  Rosina, 

Bill, Brian, Syed and Helen Fortner. The response due date is November 6, vendor selection November 23, 

contract signed by November 30, the new contract to be in effect on January 1, 2016. Rosina agreed to be 

the point of contact on behalf of the board to receive the responses.  

 

New Business:   

1. aMusements Gate Keypad lock.  John presented the details of the e-mails he received from three 

vendors for replacing the missing lock. A motion to approve funds for up to $1,100 for installing a 

gate keypad lock with adjustments to fence gap was rejected. 

 

2. Halloween Party: The Halloween party is planned for Saturday, October 31
st
 at noon. 

 

3. HOA Best Practices Round Table:  Gordon Silcox informed the board that FirstService Residential 

will be conducting a HOA best practices round table for board members on 11/16 from 6:30 to 8:30pm 

@ 11351 Random Hills Rd, Ste. 500, Fairfax. Information at Kate.Watkins@fsresidential.com or 571-

748-6831. 
 

Next Meeting:  The next board meeting is scheduled for November 17, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of 

Gordon Silcox, located at 3159 Colchester Brook Lane. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the meeting, upon motion duly made 

and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

Sindhu Thomas 
Acting Secretary 

 

 
                                            

              

 
November 17,  2015  

          Approved 
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