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MINUTES OF 
CHESTERFIELD MEWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION  

 

2016 ANNUAL MEETING 

April 28, 2016 
 

 

The 2016 Annual Meeting of the Chesterfield Mews Community Association (CMCA) was held on April 28, 2016 at 
the Fairfax Circle Baptist Church.  President Gordon Silcox opened the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  Board members 
attending were  Syed Ali, Ginny Howden, Bill Saint, Rosina Schacknies, Gordon Silcox, Sindhu Thomas, John Whitlock 
and Jimmy Xu.   Daniel Danko represented Select Community Services. 

Twenty-six owners were physically present and 24 proxy forms were submitted, thus ensuring that quorum was 
attained.  Proof of 30-day notice for this meeting was presented by SCS.  

Minutes of the 2015 meeting.  A motion from the floor to waive the reading of the minutes was made, seconded, 
and carried.  Therefore, the minutes were approved as submitted. 

Nominating Committee for 2016:  Those assembled approved John Whitlock (chair), Helen Fortner, Rosina 
Schacknies to serve as the nominating committee for the coming year. 

REPORTS OF THE BOARD 

      President Gordon Silcox welcomed all those present.  He introduced the members of the Board and Grounds 
Working Group.  He thanked the Board and the Grounds Working Group for their service, and expressed 
appreciation to Board members Kevin Noca, who had recently resigned, and to treasurer Jimmy Xu, who had 
completed his term of service, for their multiple contributions to the community.  

Silcox highlighted the special challenges that face the community at this time:  aging buildings and infrastructure, 
changing legal frameworks for homeowners’ associations, increasing diversity and lifestyle differences among 
residents.  He emphasized that constant communication among the residents and the Board would be essential to 

managing these tensions.   

As major events of the year, Silcox underscored the shift to a new management company (Select Community 
Services), the contracting of a new snow removal company (Visual Edge), and the sale of Craven’s Nursery and 
subsequent housing development on that site. 

Board sponsored social activities during the year comprised a 4th of July picnic and a Halloween parade and party.  It 
was observed that usage of the aMewsments area is now at its highest level ever. 

Reflecting on his six years of service, president Silcox emphasized the community’s dependence on volunteers for 
effective Board performance, productive committee work, and general community maintenance.   

     Treasurer Jimmy Xu reported that for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2015 total assets increased about 20 
percent from the prior year to $429,860, and the Reserve Fund balance increased 9 percent over the previous year 
to $345,919.  Total revenues increased 0.6 percent to $184,730, total expenses increased 3.5 percent to $132,161, 
and the year closed with a surplus of $6,975.  Through March 31, 2016, CMCA had total revenues of $191,272 and 
spent a total of $141,883, with $45,808 contributed to the reserve fund. According to SCS, this produced a surplus 
of $2,570 for operating activities and a balance of $374,469 in the reserve fund (pending audited financial 
statements for this fiscal year). A clean audit report was received for 2015, federal and state tax returns were 
submitted, the number of delinquent dues accounts now totals just $2,539, and the Board voted a 0.2 percent cost-
of-living increase to next year’s budget. Annual maintenance fees for the coming year will be $1,235. The full budget 
is shown on a handout distributed at the meeting.   
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     On behalf of the Grounds Working Group, John Whitlock summarized accomplishments in 2015-2016:  an 
erosion and drainage control project at lower Readsborough and lower Eakin which received $4,000 in co-funding 
from Fairfax County, repair of 5 swales, replacement of stairs and walkway, re-sodding of two mailbox areas, 
planting of three new shade trees, and monitoring developer plans for Bear Branch Terrace (ex-Craven’s) with 
regard to tree cutting, fencing and landscaping. 

     As Grounds Liaison for the Board and the community, Bill Saint summarized the process whereby the Board 
recently set priorities for possible grounds projects and listed the top priorities for 2016:  Complete a second 
drainage and erosion control project between 3175 and 3177 Eakin Park Court, again with Fairfax Country co-
funding; establish vehicle barriers around Kelly Circle to protect landscaping; add paver aprons and minor 
landscaping to some mailboxes; repair 4 additional swales; construct a wood chip path from the SE corner of the 
tennis court to the Accotink Trail; address serious erosion west of lower Eakin by extending several residents’ down-
spouts across common areas to drain into parkland; and lightly grade and plant ground cover on a hillside between 
3145 and 3151 Readsborough to stop erosion, and install steps for access. 

     On behalf of the Architectural Control Committee, Ginny Howden expressed appreciation and thanks to the 
other members of the ACC:  Ernie Keiser (chair) and Quan Nguyen.  She reported that unclear aspects of the 
architectural guidelines, including rules for patio fences, are in the process of being remedied and would be posted 
shortly on the Mews website.  The spring ACC inspection will occur soon, but a date has not been set. 
 

   Rosina Schacknies gave a progress report on the attempt to acquire community ownership of the public section 
of Guysborough Drive through a non-purchase process of “vacation and abandonment” whereby the county and 
state cede their street rights to the community.  A documented application will be submitted shortly to the county 
and a resolution is expected in roughly six months.  If the response is favorable, residents will have to vote on 
whether or not to acquire this property. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Residents Nancy Minter and Scott Lobb were appointed as vote-counters for the election. 

Prior to the meeting, Bill Saint and Heather Whitlock had submitted their candidacies to SCS and the Nominating 
Committee to fill the positions of three retiring Board members.  Nominations from the floor:  Farahmand Arianpour, 
Helen Fortner, and Trish Trillet.  Candidate introductions were made by Arianpour, Fortner, Saint, Trillet and Whitlock. 

Election results:   The winning candidates were Helen Fortner, Bill Saint and Trish Trillet. 

HOMEOWNERS FORUM 

Residents in attendance raised various issues: long term vehicle storage on the access road, homeless persons 
sleeping in some of these vehicles, the potential for traffic flow problems at the Covington intersection as Bear 
Branch Terrace construction advances, and resident participation in the choice of landscaping along the property 
line with Bear Branch Terrace.  Special recognition was given to Joann Coleman, longtime Board and ACC member, 
who passed away in January 2016, and to Frank Kelly, the community activist for whom Kelly Circle is named, who 

died in 2015. 

ADJOURNMENT 

At the conclusion of the homeowners’ forum, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 

 

   

 
William Saint 

Secretary 
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