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NEXT BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING:  TUESDAY, JULY 28, 7:30 P.M. AT THE HOME OF KEVIN 
NOCA, 3159 READSBOROUGH COURT 

JULY 4TH  COOKOUT – 4:00 PM – READSBOROUGH COURT – SEE WEBSITE, E-MAIL, AND 
NEWSLETTER 

 

2015 Annual Meeting Recap 
     The 2015 Annual Meeting of the Chesterfield 
Mews Community Association (CMCA) was held 
on April 30, 2015 at the Fairfax Circle Baptist 
Church.  Community participation was outstand-
ing, with 38 owners physically present and 33 
proxy forms submitted. 
     President Gordon Silcox reported that the 
Mews continues to be in sound financial condition 
despite several winter snowstorms causing us to 
dramatically exceed our snow-plowing budget.   
He thanked the Board and the Grounds Working 
Group for their service, and expressed apprecia-
tion to Board members Margaret Kerr-McKown 
and Bob Parker, who had recently resigned, and 
to Pat Raitt, who had completed his term of ser-
vice, for their multiple contributions over many 
years in fulfilling Board duties and serving as 
Board officers.   
     Treasurer Jimmy Xu provided the financial 
details to back up Gordon.  Of note was the 
healthy condition of our Reserve funds and the 
substantial progress made over the last several 
years on reducing the number of delinquent dues 
accounts.  Dues will rise 1.7 percent for the com-
ing year, per board vote and in line with the Con-
sumer Price Index.  Jimmy also stated that the 
Mews had received a clean audit for 2014.   
     Board member John Whitlock highlighted the 
many good works of the Grounds Working Group 
in 2014-15, achieved, as always, with the advice 
and consent of the board.  Among major accom-
plishments are the installation of ten new mail-
boxes and the first phsase of a restoration of a wet 
woodland meadow with permission of the county 
in the Resource Protection Area just west of the 

aMewsments).  The meadow was planted with 60 
native flowers and grasses.  Progress in planning 
several new erosion control projects. 
     The meeting concluded with the election of 
three members for full three-year terms.  John 
Whitlock of Delburne was re-elected to fill his 
expiring slot.  To replace Margaret and Pat, elect-
ed as first-time members were Sindhu Thomas of 
Readsborough and Bill Caldwell of Eakin Park.  A 
nominating committee was then formed to rec-
ommend candidate(s) to replace Bob at the next 
regular board meeting. 
 

New Board Member and Officers 
Elected at May 26 Meeting 
     At its May 26 monthly meeting, the board of 
directors elected a new member and slate of offic-
ers for the coming year.  First, in accordance with 
the recommendation of the nominating commit-
tee, Rosina Schacknies of Eakin Park was elected 
to the open position vacated by Bob Parker in 
April.  Regarding the "new" slate of officers, the 
operative word for the coming year is "stability".  
Gordon Silcox of Colchester Brook was re-elected 
to the presidency; John Whitlock of Delburne was 
elected vice-president; Bill Saint of Colchester 
Brook was re-elected to serve as secretary while 
agreeing to remain in his vital role as grounds 
liaison; and, finally, Jimmy Xu of Readsborough 
was re-elected to retain his role as treasurer. 
     In other roles, Brian Saal will continue in his 
unsung yet priceless role as the voice of reason on 
the board for all matters.  Kevin Noca of 
Readsborough retains his three hats of webmas-
ter, newsletter editor, and aMewsments key coor-
dinator.  John Whitlock of Delburne and Bill Saint 



will continue to serve as the board conduits to the 
Grounds Working Group.  Last, and certainly not 
least, we very much look forward to the positive 
energy, vast professional experience, and wide-
spread community knowledge of our new board 
members Bill Caldwell, Sindhu Thomas, and 
Rosina Schacknies.  All three contributed actively 
to the well-being of the Mews prior to their elec-
tion to the board and we are happy to have them 
in the fold.  In summary, the board eagerly looks 
ahead to enjoying yet another most productive 
upcoming year. 
 

Cravens Boundary Update 
     Progress continues unabated toward the develop-
ment of 14 new homes on the Cravens Nursery Prop-
erty.  Informed by the April 10 letter submitted by the 
board to the property developer, the Fairfax County 
Planning Commission on April 16 recommended 
approval to proceed with residential development to 
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.  At its May 
12 meeting, the Board of Supervisors heeded this 
recommendation.  The developer has cooperated 
with the board and the Grounds Working Group 
throughout this process and we look forward to more 
of the same now that the development will become a 
reality.  You can view the Board of Supervisors ap-
proval letter at the below link or on the home page of 
www.inthemews.com.  Stay tuned for further up-
dates as they become available. 
 
http://ldsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/ldsdwf/4489
169.pdf 
 

Grounds Update 
Small Projects. The Board of Directors recently 
approved several small projects to be completed  
over the next thirty days. They include: (1) reha-
bilitation of five drainage swales throughout the 
grounds; (2) replacement of a risky staircase on 
upper Colchester; (3) replacement of a deteriorat-
ed asphalt pathway to parkland on lower Col-
chester; and (4) trimming deadwood from com-
munity trees. 

Erosion control project. The GWG recently applied 
for and received $4,000 in matching funds from 
Fairfax County for erosion control on common 
grounds. The project is located under the river 
birches in the open area between lower 
Readsborough and lower Eakin Park. It includes 
creating an underground catch basin, connecting 
surrounding residential downspout runoff by 
means of drain boxes and underground tubing; 
channeling the catch basin overflow to the nearby 
storm sewer outlet; and, creating two gardens of 

indigenous plants under the birches to help ab-
sorb surface water runoff. 

Grounds Working Group Confirmed. The board re-
cently re-confirmed Helen Fortner of Eakin Park, 
Sherri Irving of Colchester Brook, and Quan Ngu-
yen of Guysborough to the all-volunteer Grounds 
Working Group, joining current board members 
John Whitlock and Bill Saint.  We commend all 
five for their tireless dedication to the well-being 
of our neighborhood. 

4th of July Cookout! 
     Building on last year's massive success, the 
Mews will hold its second annual 4th of July 
cookout next to aMewsments just off of lower 
Readsborough.  Start time is 4:00 PM.  We'll pro-
vide burgers, hot dogs, drinks, condiments and 
the return of the water slide.  We ask that you 
bring a snack, side dish, or dessert to share with 
everyone.  Last year, attendance approached 50 
strong; let's try to top that this year!  
 

Unauthorized Towing 
     Please do not contact towing companies for 
perceived violations in common areas to include 
roads or parking areas. An exception is to contact 
a towing company were a vehicle to remain in 
your reserved space.  Please continue to accom-
modate visitors and contractors in reserved spac-
es, visitor spaces, Kelly Circle, or the access road. 
 

Architectural Control Committee 
(ACC) Update 
     It is with regret that we announce the resigna-
tion of Gordon Silcox as chair of the Architectural 
Control Committee (ACC).  Gordon announced 
the appointment/re-appointment of the following 
persons to the ACC for the coming year:  Ernie 
Keiser of Eakin Park (reappointed as the new 
Chair); Quan Nguyen of Guysborough (reap-
pointed); and Ginny Howden of Eakin Park (ap-
pointed).  We profusely thank Gordon for his 
many contributions while serving as chair.  To 
name just a few, he fostered transparency be-
tween the ACC and the neighborhood and active-
ly worked to bring architectural standards up to 
date.  All this while juggling his demanding role 
as board president and still having a day job! 

Odds and Ends . . .     

E-mail Distribution List.  Periodically, the board 
of directors sends out E-mails to inform the 
neighborhood of important upcoming events or 
developments.  These E-mails come via the 



cmca_board@cox.net E-mail address.  If you are 
not receiving these E-mails but would like to be 
added to the distribution list, please complete the 
form via the “Contact the Board! page at the lower 
left corner on the home page of 
www.inthemews.com. 

Electronic Communication with the Board of 

Directors.   The cmca_board@cox.net E-mail ad-
dress is designed for the board to communicate 
with the neighborhood.  Please do not respond to 
these E-mails as replies are not monitored.  Please 
continue to use the “Contact the Board!” form on 
the home page of www.inthemews.com for all 
electronic communication with the board. 

If you would like a copy of the 2015-16 Budget.   
Please submit a request via the "Contact the 
Board!" feature on the home page of 
www.inthemews.com. 

New Mailbox Feature - Parcel Lockers.  In case 
you didn't notice, our new and improved mail-
boxes come complete with a parcel locker in each 
mailbox cluster.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You might ask what a parcel locker is and how it 
works.  A parcel locker is designed to receive 
packages delivered by the US Postal Service 
(USPS).  Each parcel locker has an upper lock and 
a lower lock.  If a tenant receives a package on a 
particular day, the USPS mail carrier will put a 
key in that tenant’s mailbox.  The key tag will 
instruct the tenant to take the corresponding key, 
insert it into the upper lock of the corresponding 
package locker, unlock and open the door. The 
tenant will then remove their package from the 
parcel locker and close the door. THE KEY WILL 
REMAIN IN THE LOCK, AND CANNOT BE 
REMOVED. This lock is referred to as a “captive 
lock” for the key will remain on the outside of the 
mailbox.  The only party who can remove the key 
from the captive lock is the USPS mail carrier.  
The next time a tenant has a package, the mail 
carrier will disengage the key in the upper lock by 
inserting a USPS-supplied key into the lower lock.  
He will then place the key from the upper lock 
into the respective tenant’s mailbox.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  CONTACT  INFORMATION:  

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  b o a r d  

v i s i t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w e b s i t e :  w w w . i n t h e m e w s . c o m  

 

� Send an e-mail to the board through the  “Contact the Board!” form on the home page of www.inthemews.com 

� Keep up to speed on community information and updates 

� View Architectural Control regulations and access the exterior changes Request Form 

� View the CMCA Covenants & Bylaws 

� View our newsletter archives 

 

 

 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S :  O T H E R : 

Gordon Silcox 

PRESIDENT  

 3159 Colchester Brook 

(703) 280-1041 

John Whitlock          

VICE PRESIDENT      

Grounds Working Group 

3132 Delburne 

(703) 675-5507 

Bill Saint   
SECRETARY, 
GROUNDS LIAISON 

3179 Colchester Brook 

(703) 638-5829 

Jimmy Xu 
TREASURER 
3195 Readsborough 
(703) 685-0077 

 

Kevin Noca 
Website, Newsletter, 
aMewsments keys 
3159 Readsborough  
(703) 472-6959 
noca514@cox.net 

 

Brian Saal 
(703) 609-4994  

 

Sindhu Thomas      

3166 Readsborough 

(703) 543-9284 

Bill Caldwell 

3158 Eakin Park 
(202) 255-2040 

Rosina Schacknies 

3136 Eakin Park 

(703) 280-2114 

 

 Management Company: 
Gates, Hudson  
Associates 

3020 Hamaker Court 
Fairfax VA 22031 
(703) 752-8300 
Carrie Wakefield 
Portfolio Manager 
(703) 750-8300 ext 708 

Bulk Trash Pickup/    
Recycling Bin Request 

(703) 818-8222 

 

Police  (non-emergency) 
& Animal Control  

(703) 691-2131 

County Supervisor 
Linda Q. Smyth  
(703) 560-6946 

 

 


